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Economic Stimulus, State of the Nation,& Nominations for Boards & FSM Supreme Court
Discussed in Committee to Wait

PALIKIR, Pohnpédi The 21 Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) began its
Fourth Regular Session on Mdy, 2020. After the opening session, His Excellency David W.
Panuelo and the Honorable Yosiwo P. George received the Committee to Wait, chaired by the
HonorableEsmond B. Moses with committee member the Honorable Ferny S. Perman, to discuss
their agenda for this session of Congress.

The bulk of the opening discussion focused on the Economic Stimulus Package. President Panuelo
gave his appreciation to Congresshieir enthusiastic support thus far, and noted that on May 13

the first checks amounting to approximately half a million dollars ($500,000) in welidfe sent

to affected businesses in the tourism sector. The President further noted that the Pandem
Unemployment Assistance program will take effect in the coming weeks, and that it will be open to
all individuals who have lost their jolos their hour8 due to the COVIBL9 Pandemic.

Amongst these discussions, the President and Vice Presidedt solicden gr e s s® support
opening up the Economic Stimulus Package to o
proposed legislation intended to allow this functionality. Senator Moses indicated that Congress
would be happy to review any proposedleggis i on as it is Congresso in
the Nation, not only the tourism sector, are able to endure during these unprecedented times.

The conversation then segued to updates on how the Nation is tacklingl®GVIDI | of the

hospitals &ve already received their COMID t est i ng machines, 6 the Hc
Taulung, Secretary of the Department oD Heal't
machines as well as the GeneXpert machines. Chuuk-sam8Q@6sts, Pohnpriexcess of 600

some, and | believe about 400 or so each for

o met with [the Honorable Reed B. Oliver, Gov
President Panuel o said, OHe has nmgntteensuret o al i

that essential personirelnterstate travaremedicallyscreened but nguarantinedor fourteen
(14) daysThis will allow eas#-use in the distribution of medical supplies and personnel to our
sister Statabrough our air and seassels 6



The President noted that he enjoys weekly meetings with the Governorstlandhiibhae an
interest in ensuring a unified approach that
for example, 6 Presi dent qtesateddhatlalbindigsidualsavhosefiiadh e Go
destination is in the Mortlocks or the Northwest Islands first visit Weno for medical screening. W

are coopeating on his issué.

Anot her subject of much discussion was with r
Supreme Court and some of its Boards, including the FSM Insurance Board and the FSM

Tel ecommuni cations Corpor at i oewdos whd besbelidves The P
may be most suited to fill these roles, and t
future.

The meeting ended on a positive note, with President Panuelo and the Committee to Wait
discussing May 2020 as a pobk date for the President to give his annual State of the Nation
address.

Pictured Above:His Excelleng David W. Panugkhakes hands with the Honorabdéen&nd B.
Moses



Pictured Above:The FourthRegulaBSession ahe2l* FSM Congres



Pictured Above: The Committee to Wait share a laugh with the Executive Branch



Pictured Above:President Panuelo descrithesNatiod s uni f i e dgthfeCOMD#19 i n t ac
Pandemic



Pictured Above:Vice Speaker Moses, in his capacity as Chair of the Committee to Wait, describes
Congress view on a subject of interes



Pictured Above:The 21'FSM Congress prepares to conduceit®te session



